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Executive Summary

In accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), codified at 42 U.S.C. 4321 et
seq., an Environmental Assessment (EA) has been prepared for the proposed Alaska Addiction
Rehabilitation Services (AARS) Treatment Building Expansion. This project is subject to NEPA
review because it is being funded with Federal funding available from the U.S. Health Resources
and Services Administration (HRSA).

Alaska Addiction Rehabilitation Services is proposing to expand their residential treatment
facility at 26731 West Point MacKenzie Road, Wasilla, Alaska 99623. This project would be an
expansion of an existing building on an existing site owned by AARS. The proposed project would
more than double the existing 17,753 square feet (ft?) building by 18,751 ft? for a total of 36,504
ft2. Sleeping facility capacity of the main residential treatment building will double, from 26
client beds to 52, providing space to meet existing and projected need for longer term
residential treatment services in the Matanuska Susitna Valley area and across Alaska.

Project funding comes from HRSA (HRSA-24-110, HRSA FY24 Congressionally Designated
Spending, Grant No.: CE1HS54266-229092). This EA evaluates the environmental consequences
of a range of issues as they relate to the proposed project. No (or less than significant) effects
were identified as a result of the implementation of the proposed project. The Alaska State
Historic Preservation Office concurred with AARS’s finding of No Historic Properties Affected.

Interested parties may obtain a copy of the EA from or may submit written comments relating to
it to the following address: JJ Harrier, Development Contractor, 26731 West Point MacKenzie
Road, Wasilla, AK 99623 or via email at j.harrier@aarsrecovery.org. The EA is available for review
at the following locations: Alaska Addiction Rehabilitation Services, 26731 West Point MacKenzie
Road, Wasilla, AK 99623 (front desk), and online at aarsrecovery.org.
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1 Introduction

Alaska Addiction Rehabilitation Services, Inc. (AARS) is proposing to expand their facility in Point
MacKenzie, Wasilla, Alaska using funding from a fiscal year 2024 (FY24) Congressionally Funded
Construction Project through the United States (U.S.) Department of Health and Human Services
Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA).

1.1 Background and Overview

This Environmental Assessment (EA) was prepared pursuant to the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA). The purpose of this EA is to analyze the potential environmental impacts of
the proposed project and determine whether to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement or
a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI).

Alaska Addiction Rehabilitation Services, Inc. is a private, non-profit organization located in Point
MacKenzie, within the Matanuska-Susitna Borough (MSB), Alaska. Founded in 1981, AARS
became the first long-term care alcoholism program in Alaska and has since been a leader in
adult residential substance use disorder (SUD) treatment. Over the past four decades, AARS has
helped more than 3,300 adults achieve sobriety through its comprehensive, client-centered
programs (AARS 2024).

Alaska Addiction Rehabilitation Services, Inc. is certified by the Alaska Division of Behavioral
Health to deliver residential and outpatient treatment services and is accredited by the
Commission on Accreditation of Rehabilitation Facilities. The cornerstone of its services is a long-
term residential treatment program integrating evidence-based practices, including group and
individual counseling, the 12-Step model, and work therapy. Clients engage in vocational
activities such as cultivating farm produce, tending farm animals, and maintaining grounds,
which reinforce life skills and recovery principles. The average residential stay ranges from nine
months to one year, allowing sufficient time for recovery and for achieving independent and
engaged living.

In 2012, AARS relocated to a new facility at Point MacKenzie, formerly known as Nugen’s Ranch.
The new site expanded agricultural activities and modernized facilities, significantly enhancing
program efficiency and client outcomes. Despite these improvements, the demand for services
continues to exceed capacity, leaving many prospective clients on waiting lists or unable to
access services.

1.2 Purpose and Need

The purpose of this project is to expand the AARS residential treatment facility to meet
increasing demand for adult residential treatment beds in Alaska. Alaska faces a significant
shortage of long-term residential treatment services for SUD. In 2024, AARS received 255
referrals statewide, predominantly from Alaska’s prisons and partner treatment or medical
facilities. These referrals span both metropolitan areas and rural hubs, reflecting a pervasive
need for residential treatment options across the state. Due to limited capacity, many individuals
referred to AARS were placed on waiting lists or fell out of the treatment system entirely. In
2024 there were a total of 14 applicants who were unable to access treatment due to space
constraints.
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The high demand for the services AARS provides underscores the necessity for facility expansion.
The project is needed because currently, Alaska’s Matanuska Susitna (Mat-Su) Valley’s
residential treatment capacity is limited to 65 beds across all facilities, which is insufficient to
address the growing prevalence of SUD in Alaska.

The facility expansion aligns with the AARS mission to provide high-quality, client-centered care
while addressing systemic gaps in Alaska’s behavioral health system. By increasing capacity, the
project will improve access to essential treatment services, reduce wait times, and ultimately
enhance recovery outcomes for individuals living with SUD across the state.

2 Alternatives Considered
2.1 Alternatives Evaluated and Dismissed

2.1.1 Alternative 1. Gym/Community Hall Addition

Adding a gym and community meeting rooms onto the existing facility without providing
additional residential treatment capacity was considered. This alternative would enhance
amenities for the present number of clients, expand capacity to host and deliver non-residential
treatment, and provide a space that could be privately rented to generate revenue.

This alternative was dismissed because adding a gym/community hall would not help meet the
immediate need for additional beds at the facility.

2.1.2 Alternative 2. Expanded Office and Group Therapy Spaces

Adding additional office and group therapy spaces to the facility was considered. Office and
group therapy spaces are needed to serve the existing client capacity; however, this alternative
was dismissed because it did not meet the immediate need for adding beds to the facility.

2.1.3 Alternative 3. Alternative Site Layouts

Various layout configurations of the residential treatment expansion were considered.
Preliminary designs of expansions to the east, north, and south were evaluated, taking into
account:

e Potential disruption to existing site facilities
e Practical layout functionality
e Phased construction compatibility

The proposed alternative, described below, was ultimately recommended to carry forward and
other designs were dismissed based on the evaluation criteria.

2.2 Alternatives Considered for Further Review
2.2.1 No Action Alternative

Under the no action alternative, the existing AARS residential facility would not be expanded. No
improvements or additions would be made to the building and the facility would continue to
operate without changes. The current wait list would remain the same and the ability of AARS to
respond to referrals from Alaska’s metropolitan areas and rural hubs would continue to be
compromised.
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2.2.2 Proposed Action: Residential Treatment Expansion and Gym/Community Hall Addition

Under the proposed action, AARS would expand their residential treatment facility in Wasilla,
Alaska, to include:

e An addition to the treatment facility with:
e Reception area
e Men’s and women'’s sleeping facilities
e Meeting rooms
e Dining room expansion
e Living room
e Offices
e Treatment rooms
e Training room
e Exercise room
e Storage space
e Site improvements consisting of:
e New concrete sidewalks around the addition
e Gravel driveway (fire lane) around the addition
e Site and grading around the east entrance, northeast parking area
e Gravel resurfacing on the existing parking area
e New sewer tank and drain field
e Landscaping, including west and south courtyard areas

Under the proposed action, the building would be expanded by about 17,790 ft?> and the
sleeping capacity at the main residential treatment building would double, from 26 to 52 client
beds, thus providing space to meet existing and projected need for longer term residential
treatment services in the Mat-Su Valley and across Alaska. The project design is included in
Attachment A.
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Table 1. Proposed Mitigation Measures

Affected Impacts Mitigation
Environment

Geology, Topography [There may be short-term impacts to soils during the [Best Management Practices will be implemented, such as
and Soils construction period. Soil loss may occur directly erosion and sedimentation control (e.g., silt fences and
from disturbance or indirectly via wind or water.  |other measures to prevent soils from eroding and dispersing
off-site), staked and clearly demarcated construction limits,
retention of natural vegetation where possible, and
stabilization measures (temporary and permanent).

Land Use Because there are no zoning requirements in the |Consistent with the local comprehensive plan, the proposed
area, there would be no impacts to zoning. action will involve continued development along Point
MacKenzie Road and the facility will maintain the same uses.

Transportation/Traffic [There may be a minor temporary increase in the  [To mitigate for impacts to transportation during

volume of construction traffic on roads in the construction, a Driveway/Approach Road permit will be
immediate vicinity of the proposed project site. No [acquired from the Alaska Department of Transportation and
impacts to daily traffic are anticipated during Public Facilities prior to construction and all permit

normal intended usage. requirements will be followed. In addition, appropriate

signage will be posted on affected roadways, if needed.
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Affected
Environment

Impacts

Mitigation

Hazardous Materials

No impacts from hazardous materials or waste are
anticipated.

'To mitigate for accidental spills or leaks, all equipment will
be clean of oil and grease and properly maintained.
Equipment operators will carry absorbent pads and spill
response kits, provide containment and cleanup for portable
fuel tanks (including hose and nozzle), follow approved
disposal methods for waste products, and repair leaky
equipment promptly. All hazardous materials discovered,
generated, or used during construction will be disposed of
and handled in accordance with applicable local, state, and
federal regulations.

Air Quality Short-term impacts to air quality may occur during [To minimize the impacts to air quality due to airborne dust,
the construction period due to the operation of water will be sprayed regularly on exposed soil at the site,
heavy equipment and trucks. especially during dry conditions. Heavy equipment will be

maintained as necessary, and fuel-burning equipment times
will be kept to a minimum.

Noise Short-term impacts to noise may occur at the Construction will take place during normal business hours

proposed project site during the construction
period.

(e.g., daytime hours) and no sensitive noise receptor will be
impacted.

Public Services and
Utilities

Police and fire services are not expected to be
impacted, and there will not be a substantial
increase in the quantity or type of solid waste
generated at the facility.

Construction waste will be taken to the MSB Central Landfill.
The septic system will be expanded to meet the demands of
the building expansion, with an Alaska Department of
Environmental Conservation Drinking Wastewater
Engineering Plan Review completed prior to construction.




Environmental Assessment; AARH Treatment Building Expansion Project

April2025

Affected
Environment

Impacts

Mitigation

\Water Resources/
Water Quality

The existing well is expected to have enough
capacity to supply water to the increased load. The
project would not create shortages for or
otherwise adversely affect the withdrawal
capabilities of other present users, particularly in
terms of possible human health, safety, or welfare
problems.

The project will follow setbacks and use proper construction
and decommission practices for wells and septic systems as
needed.

Biological Resources

No impacts to biological resources are expected.

Minimal clearing of native vegetation will occur. To mitigate
impacts to bird nesting habitat, vegetation clearing activities
will only be conducted between July 16 and April 30. In
addition, bear-resistant containers specifically designed to
withstand bear attempts to access them will be installed to
store garbage.

Cultural Resources

IAARS determined no impacts to archaeological or
historic resources are anticipated because no
archaeological or historic resources were identified
within the project’s area of potential effect. The
State Historic Preservation Office concurred with
this finding.

If previously unknown archaeological materials or human
remains are discovered during construction, all activities will
cease in the immediate area of the finds pending further
recommendations from HRSA, in consultation with the
SHPO.
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3 Affected Environment and Environmental Consequences

3.1 Non-Relevant Resources Eliminated from Further Review

The following resources have been eliminated from further review in this EA. The eliminated
resources were considered to have no measurable impacts, or in some cases, no resource
impacts would occur.

3.1.1 Coastal Zones

Currently, the State of Alaska does not have a Coastal Zone Management Plan. Projects in Alaska
are not subject to this requirement.

3.1.2 Floodplains

Executive Order 11988 (Floodplain Management) requires that a federal agency avoid direct or
indirect support of development within a 100-year floodplain whenever there is a practicable
alternative. The MSB participates in the National Flood Insurance Program; however, the
proposed project site is located in Zone C, an area of minimal flooding (FEMA 2025).

3.1.3 Wetlands

According to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) online wetlands mapper, the Mat-Su
wetlands mapper, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) National Wetlands
Inventory and a site visit, there are no wetlands on the proposed project site (USFWS 2025; MSB
2025b, USEPA 2025a). Further, work would be done with a previously impacted and filled area.

3.1.4 Surface Water

There are no on-site surface water features (e.g., streams, rivers, ponds, or lakes) present at the
proposed project site. As needed, project design would address anticipated stormwater and help
control flooding and erosion. Best Management Practices (BMPs) may include protecting natural
site features, construction phasing, site stabilization, dirt stockpiles, slopes, construction exit
measures, and sediment control, as recommended by the MSB stormwater management plan
(MSB 2013). Additional construction site/temporary runoff controls would be assessed and
implemented as needed.

3.1.5 Wild and Scenic Rivers

According to the National Park Service (NPS), the proposed AARS facility expansion project will
not affect a river or portion thereof which is either included in the National Wild and Scenic
Rivers System or designated for potential addition to the system (NPS 2025a).

3.1.6 Farmland Protection

Federal agencies, departments, and their contractors are to consider whether a project will
either directly or indirectly convert important farmland identified in the Farmland Protection
Policy Act (FPPA) and as further defined by the Department of Agriculture in 7 CFR Part 658. If a
conversion may result, there must be a determination of whether there is a practicable
alternative to avoiding it. This project would not include any activities, including new
construction, acquisition of undeveloped land or conversion, that could convert agricultural land,

7
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including any "important farmland" to a non-agricultural use and therefore conforms with the
FPPA which discourages federal activities that would convert farmland to nonagricultural
purposes (NRCS 2025).

3.1.7 Threatened or Endangered Species

The USFWS indicates that there are no listed species or critical habitats expected to occur at the
proposed project site (USFWS 2025). Information about endangered species consultation is
included as Attachment B.

3.1.8 Socioeconomics

Executive Order 13045 (Protection of Children from Environmental Health Risks and Safety Risks)
requires Federal agencies to identify and assess health risks and safety risks that may
disproportionately affect children. As such, agencies must ensure that their policies, programs,
activities, and standards address disproportionate risks to children that result from
environmental health risks or safety risks. The proposed project will not will not have
disproportionately high or adverse effect on children. There are no nearby schools, playgrounds,
or housing that would have children. The facility serves and would continue to serve adults.

3.2 Relevant Resources
3.2.1 Geology, Seismic Activity, and Soils

3.2.1.1 Existing Conditions

A Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS 2025a) soils classification on-line database
indicates site soil consists of Kashwitna silt loam (Attachment C). The Kashwitna series consists
of undulating soils with a 0 to 3 percent slope. It is primarily composed of silt loam. There is no
frequency of flooding or ponding, there is low run-off, and soils are well drained.

Executive Order 12699 (Seismic Safety of Federal and Federally Assisted or Regulated New
Building Construction) directs Federal agencies to incorporate cost-effective seismic safety
measures in all new buildings that are constructed, leased, assisted, or regulated by the Federal
government. Wasilla is in the Cook Inlet basin, which is a northeast-trending fore arc basin
located between the Chugach and Kenai Mountains to the south and the Alaska Range and the
Aleutian volcanic arc to the north and west. Major fault zones are close to the margin of the
basin. In relation to Wasilla, the Castle Mountain fault is to the north, the Bruin Bay fault is to
the southwest, and the Border Ranges fault is to the south/southeast. Based on previous
occurrences and criteria, it is highly likely that Wasilla will experience an earthquake event of
any magnitude within a calendar year (City of Wasilla 2023).

3.2.1.2 Environmental Consequences

3.2.1.2.1 No Action Alternative

Under the no action alternative, minimal soil erosion would be expected to occur. There would
be no soil disturbance or new areas exposed to erosion. The existing structures, which will
remain, were constructed to withstand seismic events.
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3.2.1.2.2 Proposed Action: Expansion of Residential Treatment Facility

Under the proposed action, area soils would be disturbed during the facility expansion, and
construction of the new driveway, sidewalk, and courtyards. Soil loss may occur directly from
disturbance or indirectly via wind or water. BMPs will be developed and implemented as
necessary at the construction location, such as erosion and sedimentation control (e.g., silt
fences, hay bales, re-vegetating disturbed soils, and other measures to prevent soils from
eroding and dispersing off-site).

The proposed action would be designed and constructed following appropriate seismic design
and construction standards.

To mitigate impacts to soils, appropriate sediment and erosion control BMPs will be installed
before construction begins and will be maintained in working order throughout the construction
period, including:

e Erosion control measures (e.g., silt fence or other means) will be placed and maintained.
These devices will remain in place until fill and other exposed earthwork attributable to
the project are stabilized.

e Construction limits will be staked and clearly demarcated.

e Natural vegetation will be retained wherever possible.

e Temporary and permanent stabilization measures will be initiated as soon as practicable
by the contractor, but within at least 14 days on all portions of the site where
construction activities have temporarily or permanently ceased.

3.2.2 Land Use and Zoning

3.2.2.1 Existing Conditions

Point MacKenzie Community Council Boundary includes the last few miles of the Knik-Goose Bay
Road and the entire length of the Point MacKenzie Road. The community is bounded on the
west by the Little Susitna River and Knik Arm on the south and east. The Big Lake and Knik-
Fairview Community Councils define the northern boundary (MSB 2011a).

The Point MacKenzie area features a diverse mix of land uses, including public recreation,
wildlife habitat, residential developments, industrial operations, commercial enterprises,
aviation activities, forestry, agriculture, and mineral resource development. The presence of
State parks and refuges, such as the Susitna Flats State Game Refuge, Little Susitna State
Recreation River (30-40 miles away), and Goose Bay State Game Refuge (20 miles away),
highlights the area's significant role in recreation and conservation. Additionally, sport and
subsistence hunting and fishing are common land uses (MSB 2011a).

Development in Point MacKenzie is influenced by natural constraints such as steep slopes and
wetlands, which can limit construction feasibility but also contribute to the area's ecological
value. These features support an integrated open space network that complements more
intensive development areas. The local comprehensive plan encourages development along
Point MacKenzie Road and major thoroughfares to promote structured growth (MSB 2011a).

The AARS facility, formerly known as Nugen’s Ranch, has been operating at its current 116-acre
site at Point MacKenzie since 2012 (Cultural Resource Consultants [CRC] 2024). The facility

9
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integrates residential treatment services with agricultural activities, maintaining a working farm
as part of its therapeutic program. The site consists of single-story buildings, all constructed or
placed after 2008, supporting both the residential and agricultural components of the program.

The area is not zoned (MSB 2025c).
3.2.2.2 Environmental Consequences

3.2.2.2.1 No Action Alternative

Under the no action alternative, there would be no impact to land use because no new
construction would occur. Land use would remain unchanged.

3.2.2.2.2 Proposed Action: Expansion of Residential Treatment Facility

The proposed action is consistent with MSB’s existing land use in the area because the facility
would maintain the same uses. Consistent with the local comprehensive plan, the proposed
action would involve continued development along Point MacKenzie Road. Because there are no
zoning requirements in the area, there would be no impacts to zoning.

3.2.3 Transportation/Traffic

3.2.3.1 Existing Conditions

The MSB, as part of Knik Road Service Area #17, provides road maintenance in the Point
MacKenzie area. The MSB also provides emergency medical services and serves as the area’s
planning authority (MSB 2011a). The AARS facility is bordered by Holstein Avenue to the South
and W Point MacKenzie Road to the East.

3.2.3.2 Environmental Consequences

3.2.3.2.1 No Action Alternative

Under the no action alternative, there would be no impact to transportation and traffic because
no new construction or activities would occur. Transportation and traffic would remain
unchanged.

3.2.3.2.2 Proposed Action: Expansion of Residential Treatment Facility

There may be a minor temporary increase in vehicular traffic on roads near the AARS facility
during construction under the proposed action resulting from workers, equipment, and supplies
travelling to the site. After the facility is expanded, the number of employees and residents
would increase the number of vehicles traveling to and from the facility.

The impact to traffic would be short-term during the time of active site preparation and
construction activities. While there may be additional travelers to the facility after construction,
no major impacts to daily traffic are anticipated.

To mitigate for impacts to transportation during construction, a Driveway/Approach Road permit
will be acquired from the Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (ADOT&PF)
prior to construction and all permit requirements will be followed. In addition, appropriate
signage will be posted on affected roadways, if needed.

10
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3.2.4 Hazardous Materials (Public Health & Safety)

3.2.4.1 Existing Conditions

Prior to the acquisition of the site in 2008, a Phase | Environmental Site Assessment was
conducted, and no concerns were reported. In January 2025, a Phase 1 Environmental Site
Assessment was also conducted. Based on the research and findings, no recognized
environmental conditions, historical recognized environmental conditions, or controlled
recognized environmental conditions were identified in connection with the subject property.
According to the Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation (ADEC) mapper, there are
no contaminated sites within 5 miles of the project area (ADEC 2025). Because the current
buildings were constructed after 2008, there is little chance that the buildings contain hazardous
materials such as asbestos or lead paint.

3.2.4.2 Environmental Consequences

3.2.4.2.1 No Action Alternative

The no action alternative would have no impact to or from hazardous materials because there
would be no new activities or construction at the site.

3.2.4.2.2 Proposed Action: Expansion of Residential Treatment Facility

The proposed action would not result in the release or generation of hazardous materials.
Mitigation measures would be employed to avoid any accidental spills from the operation or
maintenance of heavy equipment used during construction.

To mitigate for accidental spills or leaks, all equipment will be clean of oil and grease and
properly maintained. Equipment operators will carry absorbent pads and spill response kits,
provide containment and cleanup for portable fuel tanks (including hose and nozzle), follow
approved disposal methods for waste products, and repair leaky equipment promptly. All
hazardous materials discovered, generated, or used during construction would be disposed of
and handled in accordance with applicable local, state, and federal regulations.

3.2.5 Air Quality

3.2.5.1 Existing Conditions

Under the Clean Air Act, the USEPA sets limits on certain air pollutants to help ensure basic
health and environmental protection from air pollution. Six common air pollutants (criteria
pollutants) are regulated by the USEPA by developing science-based guidelines for setting
permissible levels, known as national ambient air quality standards (NAAQS): particulate matter,
ground-level ozone, carbon monoxide, sulfur oxides, nitrogen oxides and lead (USEPA 2025).
Limits based on human health are referred to as primary standards, while those intended to
prevent environmental and property damage are known as secondary standards. If a geographic
area has air quality found to be cleaner than the primary standard, it is labeled an attainment
area; those not meeting the standard are nonattainment areas.

This project is not located in a nonattainment area, meaning criteria air pollutants do not exceed
the NAAQS (USEPA 2025). According to information from the USEPA, the ADEC, and the MSB,
the Mat-Su Valley has experienced elevated levels of fine particulate matter (PM2.5) in the Butte

11
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area approximately 50 miles from the project site. Additionally, windblown dust events prompt
several air quality alerts each year in the spring and fall when the Matanuska River is low and
windy weather suspends large amounts of silt (PMyo).

3.2.5.2 Environmental Consequences

3.2.5.2.1 No Action Alternative:

Because there would not be any new activities or construction, air quality would not be
impacted by the no action alternative

3.2.5.2.2 Proposed Action: Expansion of Residential Treatment Facility

The proposed action may result in short-term impacts to air quality during construction, due to
the operation of heavy equipment and trucks.

To minimize the impacts to air quality due to airborne dust, water would be sprayed regularly on
exposed soil at the site, especially during dry conditions. Heavy equipment would be maintained
as necessary, and fuel-burning equipment times would be kept to a minimum.

3.2.6 Noise

3.2.6.1 Existing Conditions

The AARS facility is a combination of a residential treatment facility and a working farm. Minimal
noise from vehicles accessing the site and farm equipment occurs at the site.

A noise ordinance exists for the MSB, Code Title 8: Health and Welfare, Chapter 8.52: Noise,
Amplified Sound, and Vibration. However, this ordinance does not apply to construction noise
and automobile sounds. Permissible sound levels illustrated in MSB code generally allow for 50
decibels, A-weighted sound level during weeknights from 10:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m. (MSB 2011).

There are no sensitive noise receptors, such as homes, schools, and hospitals, near the facility.
3.2.6.2 Environmental Consequences

3.2.6.2.1 No Action Alternative

Under the no action alternative, noise at the facility would remain the same, and there would be
NO New noise sources.

3.2.6.2.2 Proposed Action: Expansion of Residential Treatment Facility

Under the proposed action, noise at the proposed project site from the operation of
construction equipment may increase temporarily during the construction period; however, no
sensitive noise receptor would be impacted, and construction would take place during normal
business hours.

3.2.7 Public Services and Utilities

3.2.7.1 Existing Conditions

The proposed project site is in Road Service Area #17 Knik and Fire Service Area #130 Central
Mat-Su (MSB 2025a). The MSB also provides emergency medical services. Police services are
provided by the Alaska State Troopers. Fire protection services are provided by the MSB’s
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Central Mat-Su Fire Department. Electric power service is provided by Matanuska Electric
Association and natural gas is provided by Enstar Natural Gas Company. Solid waste generated
from operations of the facility is taken to the MSB Central Landfill which accepts household
wastes including municipal solid waste, construction and demolition waste, and household
hazardous waste.

The AARS facility obtains drinking water through a private well designed to meet public water
standards with an additional private well dedicated to farm operations (see section 3.2.8). There
is a septic system and leach field designed to public standards that serves the existing facility.

3.2.7.2 Environmental Consequences

3.2.7.2.1 No Action Alternative

Under the no action alternative, there would be no expansion of the facility; therefore, there
would be no additional demand on public services and utilities.

3.2.7.2.2 Proposed Action: Expansion of Residential Treatment Facility

Under the proposed action, the facility would be expanded; however, the additional number of
beds and larger facility is not expected to impact police and fire services. The proposed action
will not result in a substantial increase in the quantity or type of solid waste generated at the
facility. Construction waste will be taken to the MSB Central Landfill. The established electric and
natural gas utilities have ample resources to meet the facility’s expected low additional demand.

The septic system would be expanded to meet the demands of the building expansion. An ADEC
Drinking Wastewater Engineering Plan Review would be completed prior to construction.

3.2.8 Water Resources/Water Quality

3.2.8.1 Existing Conditions

The proposed project site does not lie within, and will not affect, a sole source aquifer recharge
area as designated by the USEPA (USEPA 2025b). Nearly all residents in the region are
dependent on individual or community wells (MSB 2013). The AARS facility obtains drinking
water through a private well designed to meet public water standards with an additional private
well dedicated to farm operations.

3.2.8.2 Environmental Consequences

3.2.8.2.1 No Action Alternative

Under the no action alternative, there would be no expansion of the facility; therefore, there
would be no additional demand on water resources/water quality.

3.2.8.2.2 Proposed Action: Expansion of Residential Treatment Facility

Under the proposed action, the existing well is expected to have enough capacity to supply
water to the increased load. The project would not create shortages for or otherwise adversely
affect the withdrawal capabilities of other present users, particularly in terms of possible human
health, safety, or welfare problems. The project will follow setbacks and use proper construction
and decommission practices for wells and septic systems as needed.
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3.2.9 Biological Resources

3.2.9.1 Existing Conditions

The USFWS indicates that there are no Endangered Species Act-listed species or critical habitats
at the project site, but there are migratory birds in the area. (USFWS 2025). The closest mapped
bald eagle nest is about 1.25 miles away (ABR 2025).

The Mat-Su Valley supports a diverse array of mammalian species. Notably, the region hosts one
of the state's highest moose densities, with winter populations exceeding 10 moose per square
mile (ADFG 2010). Other mammals commonly found in the area include black bears, snowshoe
hares, and Canadian lynx. The Susitna Flats State Game Refuge, located nearby, provides
habitats for these species, offering opportunities for wildlife viewing along the river, wetlands,
meadows, ponds, and forests (ADFG 2025).

3.2.9.2 Environmental Consequences

3.2.9.2.1 No Action Alternative

Under the no action alternative, biological resources would not be impacted because there
would be no new development.

3.2.9.2.2 Proposed Action: Expansion of Residential Treatment Facility

Under the proposed action, no impacts to biological resources are expected. The proposed
action would occur within a previously developed footprint, and minimal clearing of native
vegetation would occur.

To mitigate impacts to bird nesting habitat, vegetation clearing activities would only be
conducted between July 16 and April 30 (USFWS 2017). In addition, bear-resistant containers
specifically designed to withstand bear attempts to access them would be installed to store
garbage.

3.2.10 Cultural Resources

3.2.10.1 Existing Conditions

A literature review conducted by CRC indicates that there are no known cultural resources
within the area of potential effect. A review of available LiDAR imagery from the MSB did not
show any surface depressions within the property, and the CRC report noted that the “AARS
property has been heavily disturbed, so surface features would no longer be expected.” The CRC
report concluded that because the project is limited to previously disturbed parcels, the
likelihood of finding significant cultural resources within these areas is low.

The National Register of Historic Places (NRHP), its publications and special publications were
reviewed. The project site is not listed on the NRHP for Wasilla, Alaska (NPS 2025). The Alaska
Department of Natural Resources (ADNR) Office of History and Archaeology maintains a
database of national register sites in Alaska. The project site is not included in those listed for
the MSB (ADNR 2025).
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3.2.10.2 Environmental Consequences

3.2.10.2.1 No Action Alternative

Because there would be no new development associated with the no action alternative, no
cultural resources would be impacted.

3.2.10.2.2 Proposed Action: Expansion of Residential Treatment Facility

Because there are no cultural resources within the proposed action Area of Potential Effect,
there would be no impact to cultural resources.

Consultation with the Alaska State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) was also initiated on
January 17, 2025. The SHPO concurred with a finding of no historic properties affected on
February 20, 2025 (SHPO File No. 3130-1R HRSA; Attachment D).

In accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, the Native Village of
Chickaloon and Chickaloon Native Association, Native Village of Eklutna and Eklutna, Inc., Native
Village of Tyonek and Tyonek Corporation, the Knik Tribe and Knikatnu, Inc., and Cook Inlet
Region Incorporated (CIRI) were consulted on January 17, 2025, to determine if the Tribal
entities had interests or concerns regarding the project. Richard L. Martin, Historic Preservation
Officer and Tribal Mapper for the Kink Tribe, responded on January 17, 2025. He indicated the
project area had been extensively examined with no discoveries of any significant cultural
resources and that the Tribe had no further comments and did not desire further consultation
(see Attachment D). No other responses were received. If previously unknown archaeological
materials or human remains are discovered during construction, all activities will cease in the
immediate area of the finds pending further recommendations from HRSA in consultation with
the SHPO.

4 Coordination and Permits

In accordance with applicable local, state, and federal regulations, any necessary permits will be

secured prior to commencing construction at the proposed project site. All construction required
permits will be maintained and posted at the construction site or at the AARS office. The permits
expected to be needed for this project include:

e ADEC Drinking Wastewater Engineering Plan Review
e ADOT&PF Driveway Permit
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5 Public Involvement

Alaska Addiction Rehabilitation Services, Inc. regularly receives input from the community,
including local businesses, large funders, and individual donors: Mat-Su Health Foundation,
Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority, M.J. Murdock Charitable Trust, Rasmuson Foundation, and
the AARS Donor Relations Program. There is support for the expansion to the AARS facilities and
capacity.

There has not been a public hearing on the project; however, the project has been frequently
discussed throughout the process of an appropriation issued by U.S. Senator Lisa Murkowski’s
office in fall 2024 and a State of Alaska FY25 Capital Budget appropriation in summer 2024.
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6 List Of Preparers, Contributors, and Reviewers

Individual Position Role

Kate Williams Environmental Planner Author
Solstice Alaska Consulting, Inc.

Robin Reich Senior Environmental Planner, Reviewer
Solstice Alaska Consulting, Inc.

Randy Smith President Reviewer
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Brian Meissner Principal Reviewer

ECI Alaska Architects
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